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STATE OF NEVADA  

SOUTHERN NEVADA STRATEGIC INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT WORKING 

GROUP MEETING MINUTES 

JULY 29, 2021 

 

The meeting of the Southern Nevada Strategic Infrastructure Development Working 

Group was called to order by Kris Sanchez on the WebEx Platform. 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL, ESTABLISH QUORUM 

MEMBERS PRESENT  

Mr. Kris Sanchez, Deputy Director, Governor’s Office of Economic Development 

Ms. Doa Ross, Deputy General Manager of Engineering, Las Vegas Valley Water District 

Mr. Jeff Brigger, Director of Business Development, NV Energy 

Mr. Scott Ledum proxy for Mr. Justin Brown, Senior VP/General Counsel, Southwest Gas Corp. 

Ms. Terri Sheridan, Economic Development Specialist, City of North Las Vegas  

Mr. Bill Arent, Deputy Director of Economic and Urban Development, City of Las Vegas 

Ms. Myisha Williams, Vice Chair and Legislative Subcommittee Chair, Commission on 

Minority Affairs 

Ms. Shani Coleman, Director of Community and Economic Development, Clark County 

Mr. James Chrisley, Deputy Director of Operations, McCarran International Airport 

Mr. Bo Bernhard, Interim Vice President of Economic Development, UNLV  

Mr. Victor Wei, Senior Advisor to the President for Strategy & Partnerships, UNLV  

Mr. David Swallow, Deputy Chief Executive Officer, Regional Transportation Commission of 

Southern Nevada 

Dr. Melody Rose, Chancellor, NSHE  

Mr. David Bobzien, Director, Nevada Governor’s Office of Energy 

Ms. Jennifer Taylor, Deputy Director of Intergovernmental Relations, Nevada Governor’s Office 

of Energy 

Mr. Jeff Lerud proxy for Ms. Sondra Rosenberg, Assistant Director of Planning, Nevada 

Department of Transportation  

Ms. Kristen Averyt, Climate Policy Coordinator, Nevada Department of Conservation and 

Natural Resources 

Dr. Kumud Acharya, President, DRI 

Dr. Vickie Shields, President of Nevada State College 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT AND EXCUSED 

Commissioner Marilyn Kirkpatrick, Clark County, NACO President 

Ms. Betsy Fretwell, SVP of Switch, Chairwoman of LVGEA 

Mr. Bradley Crowell, Director, Nevada Department of Conservation and Natural Resources 

Ms. Constance Brooks, Vice President, Public Affairs and Diversity, Las Vegas Convention and 

Visitors Authority 

Mr. Dave Johnson, Deputy General Manager of Operations, Las Vegas Valley Water District 

Mr. Derek Armstrong, Director of Economic Development and Tourism at City of Henderson 

Dr. Federico Zaragoza, President, College of Southern Nevada 
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Mr. Jim Lawrence, Deputy Director, Nevada Department of Conservation and Natural 

Resources 

Mr. Justin Brown, Senior VP/General Counsel, Southwest Gas Corp. 

Ms. Kristina Swallow, Director, Nevada Department of Transportation 

Mr. Michael Bolognini, Market Vice President, COX Communications 

Ms. MJ Maynard, Chief Executive Officer, Regional Transportation Commission of Southern 

Nevada 

Mr. Raffi Festekjian, Economic Development Coordinator, City of Boulder City 

Mr. Sean Sever, Deputy Administrator, DMV 

Ms. Sondra Rosenberg, Assistant Director of Planning, Nevada Department of Transportation  

 

STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT  

Carli Smith, Administrative Assistant and Digital Communications Specialist, GOED 

Christine Guerci, Special Counsel to the Colorado River Commission and GOED  

Greg Bortolin, Director of Communications, GOED 

James Humm, Director of Compliance & Regulatory Affairs, GOED 

Jeanette Holguin, Business Development Specialist, GOED 

Kristopher Sanchez, Deputy Director, GOED  

Melanie Sheldon, Director of Business Development, South, GOED 

Michael Brown, Executive Director, GOED 

Pawel Pietrasienski, Director of International Trade, GOED 

Samantha Cline, International Business Development Specialist, GOED 

Susan Skaggs, Executive Assistant, GOED  

 

GUESTS PRESENT 

Beth Xie, RTC 

Bill Thompson 

Emily Ku, Nevada Department of Business and Industry                                   

Grant McCandless, RCG Economics 

Irene Bustamante-Adams, Workforce Connection 

Jared Luke 

Jeff Brigger, NV Energy 

Jonas Peterson, LVGEA 

Karen Schnog, Nevada Department of Business and Industry                                   

Lynn O’Mara, NNDA 

Malik Williams, Workforce Connections 

Marcel F. Schaerer, Nevada Department of Business and Industry 

Mike Dishari, LVVWD 

Peter Guzman, Latin Chamber of Commerce 

Rosalie Bordelove, Office of Attorney General 

Roben Armstrong, McCarran Airport 
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2. PUBLIC COMMENT 

Peter Guzman, President of the Latin Chamber of Commerce, expressed his gratitude at being 

able to listen in on the meetings and receive valuable information to keep members informed. 

 

There was no additional public comment. 

 

 

3. APPROVAL OF THE JUNE 24th, 2021 WORKING GROUP MEETING MINUTES 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY JENNIFER TAYLOR TO APPROVE THE JUNE 2021 

WORKING GROUP MEETING MINUTES.  DOA ROSS SECONDED THE MOTION.  

THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

 

4. CHAIRMAN REMARKS 

Chair Kris Sanchez indicated that this is the final working group meeting and thanked everyone 

for their participation and the value each added to the discussion.  Chair Sanchez recapped that 

over 30 hours of interview were conducted along with 25 presentations, including the ones 

scheduled for today's meeting.  Chair Sanchez reminded the Committee that the goal of this 

process was to foster regional collaboration to create a focused and shared vision for the region, 

as well as to break down barriers to help move the region forward.  Chair Sanchez further 

indicated the possibility of more opportunities arising in the future.  Chair Sanchez opined that 

the working group is in a very good position to reconvene in the future as well as to look 

specifically at the funding opportunities and ensure that the working group's application is a 

strong one. 

 

 

5. CITY OF NORTH LAS VEGAS UPDATE 

 

Terri Sheridan, Economic Development Specialist at City of North Las Vegas, shared the 

development activity taking place within the city of North Las Vegas.  Ms. Sheridan 

acknowledged and applauded her coworkers on the North Las Vegas team for helping to further 

the economic goals for the city. 

 

Terri Sheridan discussed the priority areas that have been identified by the city of North Las 

Vegas.  Ms. Sheridan discussed the history of the Speedway Industrial area, which can now be 

accessed from the Tropical Connector but prior to 2006, did not have a direct route for access.  

Ms. Sheridan informed the group that in 2006, the infrastructure needs of the area were 

identified and then the city met with landowner representatives to discuss the roadwork, the 

network, and the sewer prior to implementing a project to meet all of those needs.  Ms. Sheridan 

further indicated that between 2006 and 2016, a significant amount of development occurred in 

the area, which paved the way for the future development at APEX.  Ms. Sheridan explained that 

there are still 120 acres of vacant left in and around the Speedway area, all of which are smaller 

parcels that brokers and developers are working at developing.  Ms. Sheridan informed the 
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group that $46 million had been invested in the sewer for the Speedway Industrial Area, which 

was completed in 2018, and then the access via the Tropical Connector was completed in the 

summer of 2019 with the help of NDOT, the city, and RTC.  Ms. Sheridan further indicated that 

the Tropical Connector will now be part of other improvements in which NDOT is currently 

actively involved, along with Clark County 215 areas. 

 

Terri Sheridan explained that over a period of five years, approximately 850 acres and 9.6 

million square feet of buildings had been completed.  In addition, Ms. Sheridan added, 2.3 

million square feet is currently under construction today with an additional 3.8 million in the 

pipeline for the speedway.  Ms. Sheridan informed the group that once all is finished, a 

minimum of 10,000 new jobs can be created in and around the area. 

 

Terri Sheridan informed the group that in 2006, the landowners in North Las Vegas began the 

annexation process, which continued for approximately two years, and will ultimately result in 

the APEX industrial area, which is representative of 18,000 acres, approximately 19 square 

miles, that were added to North Las Vegas.  Ms. Sheridan explained that there are developers 

taking down mountains and creating developable acreage for APEX, which is all industrially 

zoned and will never be residential.  Ms. Sheridan informed the group that the location is 

approximately a 20-minute drive north of the Spaghetti Bowl Interchange.  Ms. Sheridan 

explained that there is direct freeway access from I-15 and US 93.  Water and sewer 

improvements are still underway.  There was some well water and sewer for early developments 

that was handled via septic, but long-term, there will be a source system.  Ms. Sheridan further 

explained that as developments continue and pipes are put into the ground and conduit laid, fiber 

improvements will also be occurring. 

 

Terri Sheridan next discussed the projects that have continued at APEX.  Ms. Sheridan 

explained that although Faraday Future had never come to fruition, it had put North Las Vegas 

and APEX on the map, resulting in commitments from the state and NDOT for the Garnet 

Interchange Project, completed in December of 2018, which in turn vastly improved 

accessibility to the Speedway Industrial area. 

 

Terri Sheridan delved deeper into a water and wastewater for APEX discussion.  Ms. Sheridan 

informed the group that in July of 2018, the city of North Las Vegas broke ground on a 58 

million, 11-mile water pipeline thanks to a public/private partnership with Weston Adams and 

Western States Contracting.  Ms. Sheridan explained that this was the springboard to begin the 

water line to APEX.  Ms. Sheridan explained that the first five miles, Phase 1 of the project, has 

been completed, that final testing is currently underway, and that water will be free flowing 

soon.  Ms. Sheridan explained that Phase 2 will be an additional six miles that will continue up 

to what will be referred to as the WDA Innovation Park Central and North Parks.  Following 

Phase 2, the SNWA Garnet Valley water transmission and wastewater collection systems will 

start from the Lamb Transmission Station up through the utility corridor on the western side of 

APEX.  Ms. Sheridan further informed the group that at the top of APEX there is a 1.25-million-

gallon elevated water tank planned.  SNWA is currently designing and constructing three miles 

of pipe, which will be a 16-inch water distribution line in APEX Power Parkway, with a planned 
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completion date in approximately two years.  Ms. Sheridan explained that the Phase 2 water line 

is also a two-year timeline but is dependent upon gaining permits from BLM.  Ms. Sheridan 

explained that the SNWA Garnet Valley transmission line will take approximately seven years 

to complete.  Ms. Sheridan informed the group that the city of North Las Vegas is looking to 

activate and utilize any available funding sources that will help expedite the build, which is 

anticipated to provide as many as 20,000 jobs. 

 

Terri Sheridan next discussed that in 2006, APEX was primarily raw land with minimal 

resources.  Ms. Sheridan indicated that three years ago, the water line began with the intention of 

getting to the property known as Miner's Mesa, all 320 acres of which have been absorbed, sold, 

or are under development.  Ms. Sheridan explained that 393 acres at the WDA Innovation Park, 

Phase 2 of the waterline project, have been sold along with another 120 acres within WDA 

Central.  Ms. Sheridan next discussed Van Trust, a development partner that owns a parcel of 

land, and is developing that land into what is now known as Vantage North Industrial Park with 

an available 350 acres.  Phase 1 will include 1.8 million square feet, and Phase 2 will include 

upwards of 2.8 million square feet of industrial buildings.  Ms. Sheridan explained that the 

waterline is there today, and those will be the next developable large parcels.  Ms. Sheridan 

informed the group that HR REIT and the Vegas Industrial Park are the locations where large 

landowners' and clients' inquiries are currently coming in and opined that this will be the next 

step for development, where the water loop will be completed.  Ms. Sheridan explained that 

SNWA will install nearly 18 miles of pipe and that part of their $250 million capital investment 

is for an additional 43 miles of sewer. 

 

Terri Sheridan concluded her presentation by expressing her appreciation to Chair Sanchez, to 

GOED, to LVGEA, and to the development partners and indicated that the city of North Las 

Vegas looks forward to working with everyone in continuing development. 

 

Chair Sanchez recognized Director of Economic Development at GOED, Michael Brown. 

 

Director Michael Brown thanked the group for their service in the effort of moving GOED 

toward policy based.  Director Brown further indicated his intent to create a group like this in the 

innovation space moving forward and hopes to utilize ARPA funds and others to help fund these 

types of infrastructures and industrial parks.  Director Brown informed the group that 17 projects 

will before the GOED Board in September, three of which are Fortune 300 companies, and 

indicated that GOED has never had the kind of applications coming in now.  Director Brown 

informed the group of the things making Nevada attractive to prospective businesses: the Pacific 

Time Zone; available workforce; access to Pacific ports; land and infrastructure that supports the 

land.  Director Brown explained that Nevada is in fierce competition with Arizona and Southern 

Utah, both of which are attempting to land the same companies in which Nevada is interested.  

Director Brown informed the group that in a call with the State Economic Development 

Directors, it was stated that regional applications are being requested rather than just county, 

city, or state applications.  Director Brown indicated his belief that this is Nevada's moment, 

particularly because there are 40,000 hospitality workers who likely may not have opportunity to 
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return to the gaming sector but could conceivably be reemployed in the industrial parks if the 

challenges of infrastructure are met. 

 

 

6. CLARK COUNTY UPDATE 

 

Shan Coleman, Director of Community & Economic Development at Clark County, informed 

the group that while there is development occurring in the unincorporated areas of Clark County, 

the majority has not come from strategic economic development pushes.  As such, Ms. Coleman 

chose instead to discuss Clark County's Strategic Economic Development Plan and the critical 

infrastructure needed to reach those goals. 

 

Shani Coleman explained that during the pandemic, Clark County worked with Stanford 

Research Institute to help identify a Strategic Economic Development Plan specific to 

unincorporated Clark County.  Ms. Coleman explained that the outcome of that plan was an 

assessment of the community, identification of assets, SWAT analysis, and strategic direction.  

Ms. Coleman explained that the plan was adopted by the Board of County Commissioners in 

January of 2021.  Ms. Coleman further explained that while the focus is on unincorporated Clark 

County, there are areas where the plan has identified that Clark County should be taking a 

regional approach to certain things. 

 

Shani Coleman explained that the vision of the plan is for Clark County to be a world-class 

gateway to the mountain west and further explained that there is opportunity, due to its location, 

for Las Vegas to be the hub for things happening in not only Nevada, but also in Arizona, Utah, 

and California.  Ms. Coleman indicated that a goal that arose from the strategic planning process 

was the need to cultivate a fertile environment for small businesses and entrepreneurs and as 

such, it was important to discern where Clark County has the opportunity to take a leadership 

role in the economic development space.  Among these was the need for community 

engagement, ensuring that those in unincorporated Clark County feel that they have the same 

level of support, opportunity to engage in processes, and equitable access to resources.  Ms. 

Coleman explained that this results partially from some of the social unrest taking place around 

the country and as such, the focus is to target underserved communities, women, and minority 

communities in new ways.  Ms. Coleman indicated that in looking at these things from an 

infrastructure standpoint, there are universal infrastructure needs that can benefit everyone in the 

region, both traditional and nontraditional as well as quality-of-life things to make living and 

working in Southern Nevada a pleasant experience.  These things include: increasing the 

educated and skilled workforce in Southern Nevada; a clear education-to-employment pipeline; 

innovative public transit; workforce housing; solidifying the healthcare network and growing the 

healthcare infrastructure to be competitive with other locations; improved connectivity and 

broadband; passing the Public Lands Bill; and increased funding capacity.  Ms. Coleman 

explained that the state does not get as much federal funding as it should and as such, during the 

legislative session, the state discussed putting together a centralized grant office to help 

communities. 
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Shani Coleman next discussed small business and entrepreneur networks that are important in 

helping Clark County reach its goals.  Ms. Coleman indicated that in her meetings with 

organizations that support small businesses and entrepreneurs, there has been repeated 

discussion about the fragmented nature in which small businesses receive information.  As such, 

Ms. Coleman suggested the idea of developing an infrastructure for small business and 

entrepreneurs that spans the region versus fragmented by jurisdiction.  Ms. Coleman also 

explained that the majority of financial infrastructure comes from big national banks, which 

don't always have the same goals as the community; as such, it is important to build a 

community finance infrastructure that uses community-based banks that look to support small 

businesses and entrepreneurs perhaps with looser restrictions.  Ms. Coleman further discussed 

the importance of venture capital, explaining that the state does not receive nearly as much 

venture capital as it should.  Ms. Coleman also discussed mentor and technical assistance 

programs, which ties into the small business network. 

 

Shani Coleman next discussed economic diversification in terms of the southern side of the I-15 

corridor, where traditional infrastructure is needed.  Ms. Coleman explained that she receives 

myriad calls from people interested in looking at the southern corridor, but the infrastructure 

needed for a facility to work is not in place in that location.  Ms. Coleman explained that 

manufacturing, distribution, advanced manufacturing, and industrial projects could find 

opportunity in the I-15 corridor, but the environment and foundation need to be laid for these to 

grow.  Ms. Coleman explained that when Clark County has designated land for certain types of 

use, it has in the past been open to removing employment-based land in favor of residential land, 

thus creating a shortage in land designated for industrial or business purposes.  Ms. Coleman 

explained that part of the goal in the update to the master plan is to identify employment hubs or 

land and to develop a policy to designate that land as industrial only.  Ms. Coleman also 

discussed the importance of developing a strong research and development network, and 

discussed conversations with UNLV regarding workforce development, also known as an 

education-to-employment pipeline.  Ms. Coleman discussed looking at education as K through 

four-year degree rather than as K through 12 to strengthen that education-to-employment 

pipeline.  Ms. Coleman also discussed language services and the importance of addressing 

language barriers for workforce development.  Ms. Coleman next discussed smart city 

framework and the importance of regionalizing this framework outside of just the large cities 

like Las Vegas. 

 

Shani Coleman next discussed the areas of unincorporated Clark County where the infrastructure 

is no longer in line with the maturity of the neighborhood or the community and indicated the 

importance of not only building infrastructure in these areas, but also redeveloping and 

repurposing the existing infrastructure.  Ms. Coleman further indicated the importance of 

equitable access to resources in terms of infrastructure network that target underserved 

communities.  Ms. Coleman next discussed EDA grants and indicated that she will be 

scheduling a meeting with her counterparts at the jurisdiction to discuss the grant and the 

application for it, which is due on October 19.  Ms. Coleman indicated that the federal lobbyists 

are already engaged in that conversation and invited interested group members to participate in 

the initial conversation about this grant and its possibilities.  Ms. Coleman explained that there 



8 

 

are two phases to the grant: the first phase, technical assistance, is about $500,000; the second 

phase could range between $25 million and $100 million, which could help with several projects 

for a regional community. 

 

Chancellor Melody Rose offered to share some of the strategic planning she has been doing 

around workforce development with NSHE to ensure that all organizations are in alignment. 

 

 

7.  CITY OF LAS VEGAS UPDATE 

  

Bill Arent, Deputy Director of Economic & Urban Development at City of Las Vegas, discussed 

the city of Las Vegas' thinking with respect to infrastructure.  Mr. Arent discussed the 

infrastructure bank and the importance of how best to use the bank and its resources as well as to 

combine those resources with other available ones.  Mr. Arent discussed the ARPA EDA 

Discretionary Funds and the opportunities that this funding could provide, focusing on the areas 

where the city of Las Vegas would like to focus, beginning with the lands in the Northwest part 

of the valley.  Mr. Arent explained that the city has been heavily focused on industrial land 

development on the land assets in the northwest valley.  Conversations with stakeholders as well 

as the Las Vegas Paiute tribe have occurred, culminating in an inter-governmental agreement 

with the Las Vegas Paiute tribe approved by the Las Vegas City Council on April 7, 2021.  Mr. 

Arent explained that this agreement covers three sets of land: 633 acres north of the Snow 

Mountain Reservation Golf Course; a 1,000-acre parcel part of the Snow Mountain Reservation 

south of the golf course; and then a 3,200-acre section of land further north of the golf course.  

Mr. Arent explained that the goal of the agreement is to have some nearer-term development of 

a new industrial employment center in the northwest part of the valley by the city in conjunction 

with the Paiute tribe.  Mr. Arent explained that the idea will be to exchange the 633-acre parcel 

of land held by the city to the tribe for joint development of the 1,000-acre piece south of the 

Snow Mountain Reservation Golf Course.  Mr. Arent explained that the 3,200-acre parcel holds 

certain spiritual and community significance for the tribe and the city would like to work with 

the tribe to preserve that land and incorporate it into the reservation.  Mr. Arent informed the 

group of the opportunity to potentially use the funds from the infrastructure bank for these 

ventures.  Mr. Arent next discussed the $3 billion allocation of discretionary funds that the EDA 

is putting through the American Rescue Plan, $100 million of which is intended specifically for 

indigenous communities, and informed the group that together with the infrastructure bank, these 

monies could be used to fund the aforementioned plans.  Mr. Arent explained that the venture 

will not likely be heavy industrial or heavy manufacturing, but rather will be developed as a new 

asset in a complementary versus competitive manner to what's already happening in the region. 

 

Bill Arent next discussed studying small-scale infrastructure for infill development, indicating 

that Las Vegas has some of the oldest infrastructure in the valley as it is home to the first lots of 

land developed following construction of the Hoover Dam.  As such, there is very old 

infrastructure in the core of downtown that is in need of replacement, including things like water 

and sewer.  Mr. Arent explained that the costs of these for a small business may be 

insurmountable.  Mr. Arent explained discussion regarding the city, through a redevelopment 

agency partner, advancing funds through the infrastructure bank where the redevelopment of state 
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and city would ensure the payback to the infrastructure bank, but then would help to install some 

of the private infrastructure, particularly water and sewer. 

 

Bill Arent next discussed the opportunity for infrastructure in the Las Vegas Medical District, 

explaining that the medical community around Shadow Lane and the core of the medical district 

do not have a lot of surrounding land.  Mr. Arent discussed developing the infrastructure in a 

coordinated way, explaining the idea of shared infrastructure, including shared parking, with the 

funding from the infrastructure bank supporting the growth of the Medical District.  Mr. Arent 

discussed this being a joint effort, including the city of Las Vegas, UMC, UNLV, and the Valley 

Hospital System.  Mr. Arent explained that there is a long list of infrastructure needed in Las 

Vegas to support the community, but these three opportunities are the focus of what could prove 

to be near-term successes on which the city could work with regional partners to show the 

importance of the infrastructure bank. 

 

Chair Kris Sanchez informed the group that the copy of the agreement reached between the tribe 

and the city will be on the website along with copies of all the presentations from today's 

meetings. 

 

 

8.  LVGEA UPDATE 

 

Jonas Peterson, President and CEO of Las Vegas Global Economic Alliance, discussed 

infrastructure needs in Southern Nevada along with thoughts on how to accelerate job creation 

with strategic investments in infrastructure.  Mr. Peterson explained that LVGEA is the regional 

development authority for Southern Nevada designated by GOED, with a Board comprised of a 

public-private partnership of over 50 members, all focused on the common goal of accelerating 

job creation in Southern Nevada.  Mr. Peterson explained that hundreds of investors, many 

partner organizations make the work possible and have a great track record of success by 

working together and collaborating regionally.  Mr. Peterson informed the group that the team 

has had the opportunity to generate of $30 billion of impact in Southern Nevada. 

 

Jonas Peterson explained that advanced regional planning for economic development is the core 

mission of the group.  LVGEA attracts companies worldwide and works with hundreds of 

existing firms each year to overcome obstacles, help them grow, and make sure they are able to 

access all available opportunities, programs, and services.  Mr. Peterson further explained that 

LVGEA is very involved in talent workforce development, as well as aligning and strengthening 

education and workforce development systems.  Mr. Peterson explained that the team has a 

unique perspective on business development in Southern Nevada and has had the opportunity to 

be involved with many partners in many of the largest job creation projects in the area.  Mr. 

Peterson stressed that LVGEA has also been involved in many job creation projects that did not 

select the southern Nevada market simply because there were not developable sites that met 

their needs. 
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Jonas Peterson described a new set of target industries for Southern Nevada approved by the 

Board: general and advanced manufacturing; creative industries; information and 

communication technologies; transportation and logistics; business and financial services; 

healthcare; and clean technology.  Mr. Peterson explained that in past performance, from 2011 

to right before the pandemic, LVGEA had high growth rates in business headquarters and 

services.  Mr. Peterson further explained that emerging technology is a small cluster today, but 

was growing rapidly prior to the pandemic, including healthcare, logistics, manufacturing, and 

supply chain management, all of which added approximately 23,000 jobs prior to the pandemic. 

 

Jonas Peterson delved into logistics and manufacturing, indicating that this is an area in which 

southern Nevada has incredible potential but also significant obstacles that need to be addressed 

in order to unlock that potential.  Mr. Peterson explained that manufacturing is a good fit for the 

state for many reasons, including exceptional location access to many markets in the southwest 

and transportation infrastructure to move goods easily to those markets.  Mr. Peterson explained 

that there is currently a nationwide boom in industrial space, particularly in the area of 

ecommerce, citing CBRE, who stated that the US needs 330 million square feet of new 

warehouse space just to keep up with existing current demand, which is expected to continue to 

grow.  As such, Mr. Peterson explained, the demand for industrial buildings is high locally and 

the vacancy rate is very low at 2.8 percent.  Mr. Peterson explained that the state is quickly 

running out of available buildings to meet this demand as the supply of readily developable land 

is low.  As such, Mr. Peterson explained; without planned infrastructure investment or the 

release of more developable land, the next wave of development will become extremely limited, 

and Nevada will miss out on that potential. 

 

Jonas Peterson proposed the solution to this problem is a large industrial park setting with 

ready-to-build sites, one that can accommodate many different acreage sizes, including 200-plus 

acre large sites.  Mr. Peterson reiterated the fact that LVGEA is unable to bring many projects to 

southern Nevada simply because of site unavailability.  Mr. Peterson indicated that in other 

markets, these types of sites can be found with infrastructure already in place and encouraged 

the group to focus resources and effort into creating more of these developable sites by 

extending infrastructure and creating the industrial park setting that can meet the needs of 

clients. 

 

 

9. WORKING GROUP MEMBER COMMENTS 

Chair Kris Sanchez thanked Jeannette Holguin for her work and support in getting all meetings 

coordinated, ensuring that the technology worked, and for helping him to learn how to use the 

technology. 

 

 

10. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 There was no public comment. 
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11. ADJOURNMENT 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY JENNIFER TAYLOR TO ADJOURN THE MEETING 

AND SECONDED BY MICHAEL BOLOGNINI. THE MOTION PASSED 

UNANIMOUSLY. 


