A MESSAGE FROM
Executive Director Michael Brown
We Need to Hear from You on
Every Nevadan Recovery Framework
Governor Steve Sisolak announced the Every Nevadan Recovery Framework
back in April to help guide the distribution of Nevada’s $2.9 billion share of the
American Rescue Plan (ARP) in addressing the effects of COVID-19. The
Governor’s Office of Economic Development supported this effort by
providing guidance found in the Nevada’s Plan for Recovery & Resilience.
Proposals and ideas can be submitted using this form.
While I am optimistic about the direction Nevada’s recovery is going,
Governor Sisolak has said that our state’s ability to recover from this
pandemic and build a stronger Nevada will depend on the recovery of our
residents first. Therefore, we will focus our efforts on a comprehensive
approach that puts individuals and families right at the center.
The Governor, Treasurer Zach Conine, Senate Majority Leader Nicole
Cannizzaro and Assembly Speaker Jason Frierson developed the Recovery
Framework to initiate a strategic planning process for the expenditure of ARP
discretionary funds allocated directly to the State of Nevada. The priorities
and guiding principles, along with the stakeholder engagement process
outlined in the framework, will serve as a foundation to ensure this federal
funding is used in a strategic manner focused on a strong recovery for Nevada
families and our economy.

GOED Board Approves Eight Companies
that Create 2,002 Jobs
The Nevada Governor’s Office of Economic Development (GOED) Board
approved eight companies that will receive $8.9 million in tax abatements. In
return these companies are projected to create 2,002 jobs at an average wage
of $25 in the next five years. Additionally, these companies will produce $121.3
million in tax revenue in the next 10 years and make an $84.1 million capital
equipment investment in the first two years of operation.
“These are high-quality companies creating good jobs for Nevadans,” said
Governor Steve Sisolak, who chairs the GOED Board. “I am thrilled that seven
of these companies will be based in Clark County, which will help diversify the
regional economy that has been the hardest hit in the state by the pandemic.”

READ MORE

Carson City, Caliente, Ely, Fallon, Esmeralda, Lyon
and White Pine Receive Funding
Governor Steve Sisolak announced $3,938,477 in Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) funds have been awarded to 14 projects in Carson City
and rural Nevada.
“This year’s CDBG projects will benefit 86,393 Nevadans in four counties, the
City of Ely, the City of Fallon, the City of Caliente and Carson City,” Governor
Sisolak said. “The awards and projects range from $10,000 for the RSVPVolunteer Driver Program in Carson City to $885,463 for a street and

sidewalk ADA Improvement in the City of Fallon.”
Nevada counties and cities invested an additional $1,930,337 in matching
funds for the projects
READ MORE

The Nevada Governor’s Office of Economic Development’s Nevada Main
Street Program announced six grants today totaling $126,034 for six Nevada
communities.
“All of these projects will help create a sense of place and celebrate unique
main street districts in each community,” said Patty Herzog, GOED Director of
Rural Economic and Community Development.
The grants were awarded to the following communities:
• Gardnerville: $9,750 to establish a Memorial Wall to commemorate the
dedication of Main Street volunteers. The wall will be located at Heritage Park.
• Mesquite: $18,884 to install a public art feature and provide artistic wraps
for utility boxes in partnership with the Mesquite Public Arts Commission.
• Reno: Up to $30,000 for illumination of the ReTrac Plaza Mural.
• Tonopah: $30,000 to install 3-D custom-made metal artwork on handrails
along Main Street, and to paint an interactive 3-D-mural on the outside of the
Tonopah Convention Center.
• Wells: $17,000 for a “Paint the Town” project to restore historical paint
colors to commercial buildings in the Main Street district.
• Ely: Up to $20,400 for expansion of the Ely Mural Project that tells the
story of “Where the World Met and Became One” highlighting the Ely
Shoshone Tribe, a wildlife scene, and a depiction of a 1919 military convey.

READ MORE

White Pine Main Street Chair, Caroline McIntosh, showing off the new
downtown trailhead kiosk funded through a 2020 Nevada Main Street
Revitalization grant for $10,250. The grant was awarded in May 2020. The
trailhead provides mountain bikers and off highway vehicle users information
on various outdoor recreation opportunities that lead right out of downtown
Ely. The project was completed in partnership with White Pine Main Street,
White Pine County Tourism and Recreation and the USFS.

The Nevada Governor’s Office of Economic Development (GOED) International
Trade Division used its U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) State Trade
Expansion Program (STEP) Grant to help 39 Nevada companies during the
past year.
“One of our main goals emerging from the pandemic is to assist the small
business community as it plays an integral role in the state and global
economy,” said Governor Steve Sisolak. “Increased exporting through the SBA
STEP Grant helps Nevada businesses with productivity growth, supporting
research and development and, most importantly, creating more jobs for
Nevadans.

READ MORE

Nevada Awarded as Top U.S. State for Investors
from Central and Eastern Europe at the North
America – CEE Investment Summit 2021
The North America — CEE Investment Awards 2021 was hosted June 16-17,
2021 in Warsaw, Poland with the hybrid event also taking place online. The
theme for the summit was “’Connections’ — connections drive our economic
development and trade and are one of the most-powerful of human emotions.”
This summit offered an amazing opportunity for the International Trade
Division of GOED to showcase Nevada as a top tiered location for Central
Eastern European investment.
At the in-person event, Nevada was represented by our very own Dr. Pawel
Pietrasienski, Director of International Trade at GOED. As the representative,
Dr. Pietrasienski vied for Nevada, presenting the benefits of doing business
with/in the state, and was able to secure the award for Top U.S. States for
Investors from CEE. This award is well deserved due to the ongoing projects
and relations that GOED has cultivated with foreign investors in the CEE
region. One such relationship that has grown is with one of the largest
investors from the CEE region in the United States, KGHM Polish Cooper with
the Robinson Mine in Ely, Nevada.

READ MORE

Governor Sisolak Signs Legislation to
Create Thousands of Jobs, Invest in
Nevada’s New Energy Economy

Nevada Governor Steve Sisolak signed two pieces of legislation from the 81st
Legislative Session that will invest in Nevada’s new energy economy and
infrastructure while creating thousands of jobs.
The Governor was joined by Senator Chris Brooks, Assemblywoman Daniele
Monroe-Moreno, Treasurer Zach Conine, Governor’s Office of Energy Director
David Bobzien, Nevada Department of Transportation Director Kristina
Swallow, Nevada State legislators, labor leaders, business representatives, and
community and environmental organizations at the IBEW Local 357 Union
Hall in Las Vegas.

READ MORE

DISH and AWS Form Strategic
Collaboration to Reinvent 5G
Connectivity and Innovation
Amazon Web Services, Inc. (AWS), an Amazon.com, Inc. company (NASDAQ:
AMZN), announced that DISH Network Corporation (DISH) (NASDAQ: DISH)
selected AWS as its preferred cloud provider and will construct its 5G network
on AWS, part of a strategic collaboration agreement under which both
companies will work to transform how organizations and customers, including
AWS and Amazon, order and consume 5G services or create their own private
5G networks.
DISH is deploying the first standalone, cloud-based 5G Open Radio Access
Network (O -RAN) in the United States, beginning with Las Vegas later this
year. DISH will connect all of its hardware and network management
resources through the world’s leading cloud to enable secure, rapid scaling
and innovation as well as on-demand responsiveness to customers’ wireless
needs. Given this marks the first time that a 5G network will be run in the
cloud, DISH will achieve agile and cost-effective operations while seeking to
redefine the practical applications of 5G. As DISH deploys its network, the
company is partnering exclusively with vendors offering cloud-native
technology, bringing them together on AWS to provide DISH customers
greater flexibility and control of their 5G-enabled solutions.

READ MORE

The State of Nevada is on top of things. For close to 10 years they’ve been
focused on where industry is going and what it means for the future of work in
the state. State leaders like Bob Potts, Deputy Director at the Governor’s
Office of Economic Development (GOED) have recognized its legacy industries
(gaming, entertainment, and tourism) have been on a maturing path for
decades. They’ve thus been working to identify the state’s comparative
advantages in various industries to better diversify.
“We looked at advanced manufacturing, technology, healthcare, logistics and
operations, and energy,” Potts said. “We were doing reverse staffing patterns
for those sectors, looking at their workforce, seeing what our inventory was,
where our gaps were compared to the national average. We looked at location
quotient, STEM occupations, real-time data — all that.”
Potts and his team at GOED use this labor market knowledge to provide
guidance, education, and workforce support across the state.

READ MORE

ICYMI: Nevada Leads the
Nation in Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) Increase for
First Quarter 2021
According to the U.S. Bureau of Economic
Analysis, Nevada saw the largest increase in
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) for the first
quarter of 2021 at just under 11%. This comes a
month after Governor Sisolak fully re-opened the
state’s economy.
“It’s no secret that Nevada's economy took the
hardest hit from the COVID-19 pandemic, but the
recent GDP report from the U.S. Bureau of
Economic Analysis proves we will recover
stronger and build the Nevada our families
deserve,” Governor Sisolak said. “In order to
ensure we continue down a successful path, we
must remain focused on vaccinating our
residents, putting people back to work,
diversifying our economy, and ensuring that

Nevada’s recovery reaches every individual and
family.”
READ MORE

Roseman University of Health Sciences
Promotes Economic Diversity in Bioscience
Industries Through Two New Master’s
Degree Offering
Roseman University of Health Sciences announced the launch of its College of
Graduate Studies, offering Master of Science in Pharmaceutical Sciences
(MSPS) and Master of Science in Biomedical Sciences (MBS) degrees at the
University’s Henderson, Nevada and South Jordan, Utah campuses.
Applications to both programs are now being accepted for enrollment in
September.
Established by Roseman University’s Board of Trustees in November 2020 as
the University’s fifth college, the College of Graduate Studies’ mission is to
provide students with an individualized, interdisciplinary, and collaborative
learning experience to foster curiosity and innovation that prepares them for
an expanding range of career opportunities.

READ MORE

Support our Battle Born
Portfolio Companies
The Battle Born team is currently preparing for the implementation of the
American Rescue Plan Act of 2021. It includes substantial new funding that
will allow us to explore expanded and better ways to support Nevada’s
entrepreneurs.
We continue to invest through this transition period and are prioritizing
spinouts from the Nevada System of Higher Education. The Nevada
Knowledge Fund has allowed us to unlock value from the technology
developed at our research institutions and we will continue to capitalize on this
by participating in investment rounds for spin outs.
We are supporting our Battle Born portfolio companies. Where appropriate,
we will continue to take up follow on rights and participate in follow on rounds
for our existing portfolio companies.

We are targeting investment in new companies. Occasionally, we will also look
at high potential new opportunities where these are referred by co-investors
or network partners, such as Nevada SBDC. We do not conduct full due
diligence on these companies, so you will want to wait until you have a lead
investor arranged before contacting us. You can apply below.

APPLY VIA THE GUST PORTAL

PLEASE TAKE A MOMENT TO TAKE

BRANDING CLARK COUNTY
SURVEY
Clark County has a new community survey being conducted to support two
county initiatives. The research and subsequent data from the survey will
inform Clark County’s visioning for the future and Clark County’s messaging
for economic development. The survey is anonymous and does not require
residents to disclose their name or specific address. All data and information
from the survey will be aggregated to understand general perceptions and
views of the county. The survey should take no more than 15-20 minutes to
complete and it will be available until July 19th. The survey can be accessed
online by visitingwww.BrandingClarkCounty.com. Please take a few minutes to
share your thoughts. Also, please share the survey with others that may want
to provide feedback about our community.

TAKE THE SURVEY

Lawmaker’s Must Continue Nevada’s
Promise of Entrepreneurship
Entrepreneurship and innovation go hand to hand. Innovation is a creative
process that renews and updates products or services by applying new
features or other advantages to create new value. According to Barry
Jaruzelski, Kevin Dehoff and Rakesh Bordia’s article “Smart Spenders: The
Global Innovation 1000,” there are four key stages of innovation — Ideation,
Project Selection, Product Development, Commercialization.
In 2011, Gov. Brian Sandoval recognized the importance of entrepreneurism
within his mission to move Nevada forward in response to the high
unemployment rate and lack of occupational diversity in the state. In efforts to
make technology-based economic development a priority, “Catalyze
Innovation in Core and Emerging Industries” became one of the six state
objectives in Sandoval’s plan for a vibrant, innovative and sustainable
economy.
The objective included developing a statewide innovation and
commercialization structure, increasing industry collaboration with
universities and Desert Research Institute (DRI) and building a support
structure for entrepreneurs. The Nevada Knowledge Fund was also created to
support this objective through a blueprint to spur entrepreneurship by
connecting higher education research (UNLV, UNR, DRI) with business needs.

READ MORE

Long-awaited Beautification of Re-TRAC
Plaza Begins with Giant Mural
A swath of drab concrete and undeveloped dirt in downtown Reno got the first
touches of a long-overdue makeover.
Work began on a beautification project to transform 15,000 square feet of the
Reno Transportation Rail Access Corridor (ReTRAC) into an art plaza
featuring an extensive community-themed mural and landscaping.
Brad Carney, a Philadelphia-based artist and teacher, will lead a cohort of 300
volunteers to paint the mural, "Locomotion," which will require approximately
200 gallons of paint and 100 hours of work this week. "Locomotion" will depict
Reno-themed images and symbols in the abstract, such as train tracks,
mountains, sagebrush and the city flag. Six species of trees and 1,600
perennials planted along the plaza's edges will emulate the fluidity of the
Truckee River.

READ MORE

Nevada Awarded $4M Federal Grant to
Develop Job Training Program
Nevada is getting nearly $4 million from the U.S. Department of Labor as part
of a nationwide workforce development initiative.
Gov. Steve Sisolak and U.S. Secretary of Labor Marty Walsh announced the
federal grant during a roundtable discussion Tuesday with labor and
education leaders at the College of Southern Nevada. The award aims to
“develop, modernize and diversify” apprenticeship programs in health care,
information technology and manufacturing, among other fields, in Nevada.

READ MORE

Nevada Awards $2.7 Million Tax Incentive to
Foot Locker for Washoe Distribution Center
Nevada awarded $8.9 million in tax incentives to eight companies this month,
which includes abatements for a new distribution center for Foot Locker in
Washoe County.
Foot Locker Retail received $2.7 million in tax abatements for its new
fulfillment center, which will be spread over 10 years. As part of its tax deal,
Foot Locker pledged to spend $26.8 million in capital equipment investments
within the first two years of the facility's operation.
Foot Locker also expects to create 212 jobs in the next five years at an
average wage of $21.49. The state estimates that Foot Locker’s new operation
will generate $13.8 million in tax revenue over the next decade.

READ MORE

NNDA Names Lynn O’Mara Vice President
and Amy Miller, Director of Business
Development
Northern Nevada Development Authority is pleased to announce Tuesday that
Lynn O’Mara, MBA has been promoted to Vice President, Administration and
Programs, and Amy Miller has been promoted to Director of Business
Development.
The organization also announced the departure of Andrew Haskin, MBA who
has been with NNDA for over seven (7) years and served most recently as
Deputy Director. Mr. Haskin has accepted a position with Lyon County, and
NNDA looks forward to continuing our working relationship with him in his
new position.

READ MORE

Reno Among Top 25 Mid-Size Cities in
Ranking of Best Places to Move After
College
A more favorable job market propelled Reno among the top 25 mid-size
metros in the nation for recent college graduates to move into despite
concerns about high rents and cost of living, according to a study released.
The Biggest Little City ranked 22nd out of 68 mid-size metros and 64th overall
among all 174 urban areas analyzed by online home service platform Porch.
Reno was included in the mid-size city category for cities with a population
between 350,000 and 999,999 residents. The Northern Nevada metro fared
better in the ranking than Las Vegas, which ranked 51st out of 53 large cities
and 148th overall. Nevada also fared poorly, ranking 49th out of 50 states.
The rankings are based on several metrics such as median incomes and
unemployment rates for recent graduates as well as the number of firms in
relation to the area’s population.

READ MORE

Robert Lang, UNLV Public Policy Leader,
Dies at 62
Robert E. Lang, whose influence as a policy leader in Southern Nevada can be
seen in such projects as UNLV’s medical school and Allegiant Stadium, has

died. He was at 62.
Lang succumbed to complications from cancer, had been a resident of Las
Vegas since 2010, when he came here to lead the newly founded Brookings
Mountain West think tank at UNLV. A professor in the Greenspun College of
Urban Affairs, Lang would also become the director of The Lincy Institute for
public policy at UNLV.
A Brooklyn native and graduate of Rutgers University, Lang arrived in Las
Vegas with a strategic roadmap to transform Las Vegas from a city mostly
reliant on tourism to a multifaceted community on par with larger regional
cities.

READ MORE

Secretary Granholm Touts American Jobs
Plan, Nevada's Clean Energy Leadership
Secretary of Energy Jennifer M. Granholm traveled to Nevada to make the
case for the American Jobs Plan and ways it will supercharge clean energy
investments in Nevada and throughout the country.

READ MORE

Ten Northern Ontario Mining Supply and
Service Companies Selected to Set Up Shop
in Elko, Nevada
Under the auspices of Ontario’s North Economic Development Corporation
(ONEDC), with funding support from FedNor and the Northern Ontario
Heritage Fund Corporation (NOHFC), MineConnect will lead the opening of a
storefront in Elko, Nevada, planned for fall 2021. Given the importance of the
Nevada mining sector to Northern Ontario companies, this initiative will allow
the region’s mining supply and service (MSS) companies to establish a local
presence in Nevada with very little financial risk.
“ONEDC is proud to be working with MineConnect on the Nevada initiative
which will help create new opportunities for these 10 Northern Ontario
businesses. I am also thrilled that FedNor and NOHFC recognize the
importance of providing new export opportunities for the mining supply and
services sector in the region, thus helping to ensure their ongoing growth and
sustainability.” Christy Marinig, Chair, Ontario’s North Economic
Development Corporation (ONEDC).

READ MORE

Tesla Co-Founder’s Battery Recycling Firm
Redwood Materials Doubles Down on Reno
Area
“If you build it, will the batteries come?” That’s what a battery recycling
company started by a former Tesla executive is banking on as it recently broke
ground on 100 acres at an industrial park just east of Reno-Sparks.
The acquisition of a huge swath of land at the Tahoe-Reno Industrial Center
represents a key turning point for Redwood Materials, which is also
undertaking a major expansion of its facilities in Carson City more than 20
miles south of its new property. Prior to making noise with its recent moves,
the company has been growing quietly in Northern Nevada since its founding
in 2017.
But with used battery packs from older electric vehicles expected to turn from
a steady stream to a tsunami in the coming years — not to mention the
continued role that batteries play in widely used consumer electronics —
there’s a greater sense of urgency within the company to take bigger and
bolder action.

READ MORE

The Southwest is America’s New Factory
Hub
Companies producing everything from steel to electric cars are planning and
building new plants in Southwest states, far from historical hubs of American
industry in the Midwest and Southeast. The lure is open land, local tax breaks
and a growing supply of tech-savvy workers.
The Southwest, comprising Arizona, New Mexico, Texas and Oklahoma,
increased its manufacturing output more than any other region in the U.S. in
the four years through 2020, according to an analysis by The Wall Street
Journal of data from the Bureau of Economic Analysis.
Those states plus Nevada added more than 100,000 manufacturing jobs from
January 2017 to January 2020, representing 30% of U.S. job growth in that
sector and at roughly triple the national growth rate, according to data from
the Bureau of Labor Statistics.

READ MORE

What's Up Downtown: Making Our Mark
Downtown with ReTRAC Plaza
We are all drawn to places that have a story to tell. I am honored to sit on the
Downtown Reno Partnership board because we are working to make this
dream a reality in downtown Reno.
I’m thrilled to introduce a new community mural and landscaping project that
will be coming to the heart of downtown Reno on the ReTRAC Plaza between
the Whitney Peak Hotel and Eldorado, just north of the Reno Arch on Virginia
and Third streets.

READ MORE

Northern Nevada Development Authority’s
President and CEO Rob Hooper to Retire
Northern Nevada Development Authority announced Tuesday that President
& CEO Robert “Rob” Hooper will retire later this year. A search is underway
for his replacement to allow for a smooth leadership transition.

READ MORE

Does Diversification Get Forgotten As
Nevada Economy Rebounds?
An unforeseen calamity cripples the economy, hurting tourist-dependant Las
Vegas more than any other community in the nation, and prompting calls for
diversification.

READ MORE

NNRDA Regroups Effort to Boost the
Region’s Economy
A more holistic approach to economic development in Elko County is expected
to follow this week’s separate workshops in Elko, Spring Creek and Jackpot.

READ MORE
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