
 
 

On September 28, 2020 we recognized and celebrated 10 years of helping small businesses find 

global success with the assistance of the State Trade Expansion Program (STEP). 

 

The Small Business Jobs Act of 2010 created STEP in partnership with U.S. States and Territories 

to assist small businesses with entering and expanding into international markets. Since its 

creation STEP has recorded over $3.8 billion in exports with more than 12,000 U.S. small 

businesses receiving grants to fund their export opportunities and increase their footprint across 

141 countries.   

 

Over the course of the last decade $1.7 million in federal funding has been awarded to Nevada to 

help small businesses capitalize on export promotion and international opportunities. Current FY 

18 STEP grant has been incredibly effective, supporting Nevada small businesses which generated 

$5.3 million in export sales, significantly exceeding projected sales and return on 

investment. We’ve seen the highest return on investment to date, for every $1 in grant funding 

provided, resulted in $35.5 in export sales. Another grant under implementation - FY 19 is 

expected to create over $11 million in export sales and yield a 45-to-1 return on investment. STEP 

is gaining momentum in Nevada and FY 19 assists 44 Nevada companies, doubling the number of 

supported small businesses compared to the previous grant. Predominant industry sectors among 

Nevada STEP clients are oriented among manufacturing, information technology, agriculture, 

wholesale trade, professional, scientific and technical services. 

 

A key to expanding any business is finding more customers and 95 percent of the world’s 

customers live outside of the U.S. In 2019, Nevada exported almost $9 billion of Made-in-America 

goods to the world. In today’s modern global economy, businesses that think and work 

globally will thrive. Data shows that small businesses that export are outperforming those 



that don’t. They not only increase their sales but are also able to pay higher wages and employ 

more workers.  The STEP grant program makes sure that our small businesses have the 

opportunity to expand their markets, grow their business, and create new jobs. More than 50,000 

jobs have been created by exports in Nevada last year. 

 

STEP grants are incredible tools, providing direct support to small businesses as they seek new 

and increased international sales.  STEP helps small businesses overcome obstacles to exporting 

by covering the costs associated with entering and expanding into global markets.  Grant rules and 

procedures have adapted during the challenging times to support international marketing products 

and campaigns, E-commerce activities, website design and development, export research tools, 

compliance testing of existing product for entry into an export market, shipping sample products, 

search engine optimization, participation in virtual foreign trade missions, virtual trade shows, 

virtual matchmaking services, export training workshops, and subscriptions to services provided 

by the U.S. Department of Commerce.  

 

STEP provides tremendous opportunities for our businesses to reach customers beyond our 

borders. Free Brands, Inc. a Nevada women-owned company, producer of natural cosmetics is a 

great example of a small business that took advantage of STEP to reach new global 

customers. They attended international trade shows, redesigned their website and led international 

marketing. The grant has made a significant impact on their focus to gain exposure, expand the 

product line to foreign markets and to start exporting into international markets – Europe, Canada 

and South America.  

 

2020 Nevada Small Business Exporter of the Year, Retro Manufacturing is another STEP success 

story. Leading producer of audio components for the classic vehicle market and proactive supporter 

of the automotive restoration around the globe utilized the grant for a foreign market sales trip and 

compliance testing. The grant allowed them to meet their international dealers face-to-face and 

better address customers' specific needs, which led to an increase in their export sales of over 30%. 

 

Nevada STEP program continues to succeed in providing the resources our small businesses need 

to increase their competitiveness and navigate selling of their goods and services to customers 

overseas. We look forward to helping even more Nevada entrepreneurs reach their global 

potential.  We hope to see your business succeeding in the international marketplace soon. Learn 

more about the Nevada STEP grant opportunities here.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://bit.ly/2VH8jo7

